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Girl was no exception. The film was overlooked 

by the national festival jury, but received a 

warm welcome from local audiences. Lead 

actress Nina Ivanisin received the best actress 

award at the Valencia Film Festival.     

Janez Lapajne, an ambitious and energetic 

filmmaker, wrote a strong script for his third 

feature, Personal Luggage (Osebna prtljaga). 

For the nouveau riche family of a plastic 

surgeon, this personal luggage turns out to be 

the overwhelming angst of a wealthy Ljubljana 

suburb. The interaction of the characters and 

their concerns and fears were evocative of Eric 

Bogosian’s Suburbia, but the tone remained 

Slovenian, linked to the country’s troubled 

past, particularly the civil conflict that followed 

the Second World War.  

TV Slovenia showed some muscle in new 

drama, producing five feature films, as well 

as a film for younger audiences, Distortion 

(Distorzija), by Miha Hocevar. Playing with 

Pairs (Igra s pari) was written and directed 

by Miran Zupanič, whose recent documentary, 

Children from Petricek Hill, was highly 

acclaimed. The film offers a portrait of marital 

relations, love, betrayal and boredom, with 

Polona Juh giving a chilling performance as 

a fragile but steely-minded and manipulative 

woman.

W
ith an annual budget of just €4.7 

million underwriting the Slovenian 

Film Fund, local production has 

shown surprising stamina, offering up an 

eclectic selection of features. The national 

film festival in Portoroz, which takes place 

at the beginning of October, screened 23 

features and some 50 other formats, of varying 

lengths, which were supported by the Fund, 

RTV Slovenia, international co-productions and 

private sources.

Igor Sterk reinforced his reputation as 

Slovenia’s most form-orientated filmmaker, 

with his bleak drama, 9:06, an artistic, almost 

wordless thriller concerned with identity. A 

cop (Igor Samobor) investigates the mystery 

suicide of a musician, only to take on the 

victim’s life as his own. The film was awarded 

12 of the 17 prizes at the national festival, but 

still awaits a theatrical release.

Damjan Kozole presented his gloomy drama, 

Slovenian Girl (Slovenka), about a young 

student who offers sexual services to wealthy 

older men. Kozole has often been accused of 

picking controversial subjects and Slovenian 
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Angela  Vode – A Secret Memory (Angela 

Vode – skriti spomin) was yet another 

television production that attracted public 

controversy because of its chosen topic. Based 

on the diaries of a devoted female communist 

member who was later cast out by her own 

comrades, veteran director Maja Weiss shot 

an historically accurate yet bloodless film, 

despite the powerful central performance of 

Silva Cusin.

 

Jan Cvitkovic, who is currently preparing 

his next feature film, Archeo, screened his 

third short, This is Earth, My Brother (To je 

zemlja, brat moj). A philosophical essay on the 

essence of things, it did not match the critical 

acclaim of his debut, Heart is But a Piece of 

Meat. 

The new, award-winning star of Slovenian 

literature, Goran Vojnovic, directed the short, 

The Chinese Are Coming (Kitajci prihajajo). It 

was a bitter-sweet picture about the harsh lives 

of the unemployed in Slovenia, who blame the 

Chinese for their misfortune. Vojnovic’s debut 

novel will soon be adapted for the screen.

One of the more surprising achievements of 

the year was Miha Knific’s animated feature, 

The Cloud Catcher (Lovec na oblake). This 

eco-fable is a shocking vision of a parched, 

sun-burned Earth in 2147, where the seas 

have long disappeared and the only way to 

access water is by chasing the clouds. Beside 
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the impressive animation, the highlight of the 

film was the camerawork of Emir Kusturica’s 

cinematographer Vilko Filac, who passed away 

in November.    

Slovenian film seems to be more alive than 

ever. Despite the fact that few filmmakers, 

producers or critics are entirely happy with 

the current subsidies system, production is 

surprisingly persistent and displays a maturity 

that comes with years of experience in an 

unstable and relatively small national market.

The year’s best films

The Cloud Catcher (Miha Knific)

Slovenian Girl (Damjan Kozole)

The Chinese Are Coming (Goran Vojnovic)

Quote of the year 

‘Slovenian movies are good, but there is no 

sign of happiness or hope in the stories.

They are watchable but desperately dark.’ 

JOZE DOLMARK, selector of the Slovenian Film 

Festival Portoroz 2009.
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